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  11 May 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Convener, 
 
I wrote on 16 March to update the Committee on proposals to establish a Scotland office of 
the UK Committee on Climate Change (CCC), and am writing to provide a further update 
following receipt of a response to my request to the UK Government to meet the costs 
associated with this. 
 
The Scottish Government remains committed to supporting establishment of a Scotland 
office.  However, the wider context has changed significantly since my letter of 16 March as 
a result of the COVID-19 situation.  As a consequence, discussions with the CCC on 
establishing an office in Scotland have been paused until the current situation eases.  Our 
commitment to net zero emissions, and to help Scotland prepare for the impacts of climate 
change, has not changed and it is my intention that discussions with the CCC will resume as 
soon as reasonably practicable.  The radical shift in context in which climate change policy is 
being made as a consequence of the economic and societal impacts of COVID-19 mean 
that, more than ever, detailed and tailored advice underpinned by expert knowledge of 
different circumstances in Scotland is needed.  I welcome the CCC’s initial advice1 published 
on 6 May, in response to my request, on ensuring that rebuilding efforts support a just 
transition towards net zero emissions and strengthen our preparedness for climate change, 
but this is just a start.   
 
With regard to funding, the UK Government has advised that it does not consider it 
appropriate to meet the costs of establishing a Scotland office.  I am disappointed that a 
more collaborative approach could not be found on this matter, particularly given the benefits 
it could bring to meeting the UK’s climate change commitments.  Once discussions can 
begin again, we will consider further with the CCC how the Scottish Government can support 
establishment of an office in Scotland.   

                                            
1 https://www.theccc.org.uk/2020/05/06/take-urgent-action-on-six-key-principles-for-a-resilient-recovery/  
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I hope you find this update helpful.   
 

Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Roseanna Cunningham 
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